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a moſt ſolemn and affecting oceaſion. Our 
ſineſs here is, to convey the precious remains 
of a, dear departed brother. to his long home, 


ect of our preſent contemplation is of no onli- 


which we are all intereſted, It is not like many -* 
other ſuhjects, which while ſome are materially 
affected by them, to others theꝝ axe articles bf 


-perious tone, and demands ths atieeigg of all, 


, 46 088 


Darn! ſolemn ſound! the bare annunci- 
ation of which, ſhould arreſt the mind of every 
individual in this numerous aſſembly. Where 
is the man that liveth and ſhall not ſee death ? 
When Xerxes viewed his incalculable army, it 
is faid, he wept, from the conſideration that in 


4 2 


to the houſe appointed for all living, The ſub; 


nary kind; it is that which ought to come home 
to every man's boſom, becauſe it is that in 


We E are called REA Ale to day . | 


| 
is, 
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total indifferency: but death ſpeaks} in au im- i 
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fects ſubſequent to the triumph of the laſt enemy, 


41 IN at hai __ 
a few yes, not one of that prodigious hoſt 
would be living. "Whether the Perſian really 


| wept or not, I am not ſure ; but when I conſider, 


that in-a few, comparatively a very few years, 
not one of all whom I am now addreſſing but muſt 
he laid as low as the breathleſs corpſe of our dear 
departed brother, I feel my mind deeply affected. 
And, O that I could but awaken a due concern in 
every boſom about this truly momehtons ſubject ! 


Thus unde: the irrevocable ae of the 
immutable 'God—IT 18 APPOINTED UNTO ALL 
MEN ONCE. 70 DIE. The wiſe and unwiſe, the 
patrician and plebean, the monarch and the 
beggar, muſt ſubmit-alike, to the ſtroug arm of 
this univerſal conqueror, the king of terrors. A. 
conſideration like this, ſhould fink deep into 
every man's heart; but alas! man is a ſtrange 
being, loath to learn what moſt intimately belangs 
to him. The moſt awful things loſe their effect 
by their frequency; and hence it is, that the 
death of a fellow- creature is, in general, no more 
regarded than the fall of an autumnal leaf in 
the pathleſs defart,” Wretched 2 ! F atal 
inſenſibility! 6 | oy 


e eee lie upon the ef- 


What melancholy ravages does he make, even 


in this world! He cauſes the faireſt flower to 


ele Nev. Samuel Paret. (4 


wither, often in the morning; he ſtains the pride. 
of all ſublunary glory; and caſts the nobleſt 
work of God into the duſt. When he takes to 
himſelf his great power, none can ſtay his hand. 
Fixed in his purpoſe; and irreſiſtible in the-execu« 
tion of the fame, he ſtalks, untogehed by the 
pangs of agonizing nature; the diſtreſs of help» 
leſs infancy; the poignant grief of paternal af- 
feQion; or the bittereſt ſorrows of  commubia} 
love. Relentlefsly he breaks in upoh domeſtic. | 
happineſs; fruſtrates the moft benevolent defigns; 
and cafts a dark ſhade upon the brighteſt prof 

In fine, cruelty marks his footſteps; and 
defolation and anguiftt are his en attends 
| ants. 3.8 0:4 


| 11 we Jook depend the 58550 which profents- 
| "_ to our view in this life; and by the aid t 


realities of death, beyond that bourne from 
whence no traveller returns!“ If ye look into the 
eternal world, and there behold what, follows 
death, ſurely we cannot remain unmoved.” * 


Man is immortal; it is the fleſh only that 
dies: The fpirit is incorruptible. Hence death 
is the moſt eventful period. The body returns 
to duſt; but the fpirit aſcends: to God; and en- 
ters then upon its eternal ſtate. But the ſtate 


of all men is not alike beyond the grave 


revelation, endeavour to ſubſtantiate the ſerious | 
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__-- Ovation at the Grave of 
Ne wicked is driven . away in his wickedneſs. 


guilty ſinner then knows, that it is a 3 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 


© Guilt ſubjes him to the divine diſpleaſure ; and 
moral depravity unfits him for that place, into 


which nothing that defileth can poſſibly enter. 
Fearful moment! All his hopes are now like a 
ſpider's web; his imaginary refuges fall; and the 
wrath of God © beats upon his naked ſoul, in 
one eternal ſtorm.” The rich man in Luk E 16, 


can tell us all about it. He died, and was 
buried; and in hell he lift up his eyes being in 
torment. And thus will it happen to all who 


know not God. He that made them will have 
no mercy on them; whatever their reſpective 

ſituation may have been in this life. Death, 
that mighty leveller, will reduce them all to a 


ſad equality. He that fared ſumptuonſly every 


day, had not a drop of water to cool his burn- 
ing tongue, when once he had paſſed * tre- 
mendous gulph. J 


- How different the ſtate of © od way! . 


The rigliteous hath hope in his death. The day 


of his death is infinitely better than the day of 
his birth: It is his coronation. day; the final 


_ cloſe of all his troubles. 4 He ſhall ſorrow no 


more. Whatever he underwent in paſſing through 
this vale of tears; however numerous and ſevere 


his trials, Ow are all over.” The Lamb in the 


the Rev. Samuel Pearce. 1 
midſt of the throne ſhall feed him. He hall 
ext of the, tree of life which is in the midft of 
the paradiſe of God. He enters upon his reſt, 
and thall go no more out for ever. He is happy, 
. enn 
1 e ; TI 


| Thus death is always a Ye, 25 affecling 
event: but ſometimes, circumſtances render * * 
peculiarly ſo: and this is now the caſe. We have 
_ conveyed no common mortal to the grave. Here — | 
lies the cold, the exanimated clay of a good man 
of an eminently good man; a faithful, highly f. 
voured miniſter of the glorious Goſpel of the blef- Big 
ſed God. When a good man dies it is a common 
© loſs; thus the Pſalmiſt viewed it. Help, Lord, for 
tie godly-man ceaſeth ! The death of ſuch a man, is 
a natioual loſs, for ** the ſtrength of empire is re- at 
ligion.” * Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation. Good | | 
men are the ſalt of the earth. It is particularly UN 
a loſs to the cauſe of God on « earth: there is one 
labourer, leſs in the vineyard; one chman 4 
Þfs upon the walls of Jeruſalem. The ; 
that good man whom we are now bewalling, 
is a great loſs to the- churches of Chriſt. His 
ardent love for the whole truth; his flaming 
.zeal; his chaſte..copyerſation will be * re- 
membered by many. 3 


Baut you, my brethren, who W FY 


* 
* 
ö 


8) Oration at the Grave of 

church and congregation in this place, you have 
kad a great breach made upon you; a breach 
that cannot eaſily be repaired. You have loſt 
a valuable miniſter; a man who laboured hard 
for your eternal good; a'man whoſe grand aim 
was to make you happy for ever. You know 
how frequently he has warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come ; how plainly he has pointed 
you to the Lamb of God, as the only ſacrifice 
for your ſins. Yes, ye are witneſſes how he has 
| prayed for you, and wept over you. You have 
often heard him raiſe within theſe walls his 
charming voice, in publiſhing glad tidings to 
Zion. This night twelve- months, the place that 
J am now occupying, was occupied by him. 
This very night twelve-months you heard the 
Goſpel in this very place ſrom his mouth: But it 
is all over; you ſhall hear his voice, you ſhall 
ſee his face no more. There lies all that could 
die of a good man; a faithful miniſter; a tender 
father; and an affectionate huſband. His lips 
are cloſed in ſilence; and a long night hangs 
upon his eyes. Duſt is returning to duſt; and 
corruption already commences its riot. 


Painful as the ſtroke has been to you, there 
are thoſe, on whom it has fallen with greater 
ſeverity. You may be provided with another 
Miniſter; but who can make up the loſs to his 


the Rer. Samuel Pearces, 1 69 
bereaved family? Who, can veſtore, him to. the 


deeply afflicted partner of his life? Who. like 
him, can ſooth her ſorrows, and; oheex, her on, 
the rugged path of time? Who can reſtore the 


fond father to ſive dear helpleſs babes? Cruel 
death! Inexorable monſter ! "What haſt thou 
donp? Rpt. the Lord | rin and we vill be 


” 3 . 2 1 : * 4 ZZ 4831 „i s 1 4110 - 2 


> The reſent di penſion is not buy fly 


1 affectin G but it is likewiſe alarming. 


YT 


has 2 loud voice : not to e to it 8 | 
IL» 


bighly criminal. It ſpeaks to us all. 


ways ſpeaks loudly ; but ſome deaths louder than | 
others. The preſent ſpeaks loud enongh to be 


heard BY” THES' CHURCH  AND.' CONGREGATION. 
| Methinks, with ſtrong emphaſis it now, faith. 
UyTrO YOu! O! MBN or nis PLACE; Jo. 


Fou have had a great loſs; but is there mot a | 


cauſe ? God/ forbid. that 1 ſhould. charge tha 
death ot your miniſter upon vou! Vet I know; i 

is poſſible for a people to murder their miniſter; 
dt by the moſt cruel means. , There needs, 
neither. the poiſon nor, the, dagger; it may, he 
doug effoctualiy without gither. T. hope it. is 
quits inapplieable; but it maꝝ notobe altogether 
ulelpls,-to alk, Aue there nong gf you, N 
hiereed bim through with many ſorrows? Has, his, | 
heart never been wrung by 3087, unk indnec a; 
Has your miſbehavieur in vou (chriſtian. pro- 
| | B | 


angry" at your infidelity ; ; and in judgment taken 
. away his ſervant. I do not ſay this is the eaſe; 


101 Oratiom at the Grave of 


feſſion, never” cauſed bim to ſay; O that I had 
in the wilderneſs c a todging-place of wan ſaring men, 

that I might” leave my people and go from” them. 

13% 2.7 Though T thus ſpeak; Lam fure/it 
has nb general application. Few nien were better 
belovetl 'by their people than he was. Your 
many prayers for his recovery ; Jour tender ſoli- 
citude for his welfare ; your preſent evident dif- 
treſs, all ſpeak for you: Your tears do you honour. 
But let me ſpeak it again; ſhould there be a 


eruel individual amongſt | you, to whom the 


charge applies, 1 would uot, 12 a world be that 
man: He muſt anſwer for it another day. God 
will avenge his own elect, W 


„Where this bis: mot: been che gs vers | 
nothing” but kindneſs marked your behaviour to- 
wards your departed friend, has he had no occa- 
fron to weep in ſecret on your aceount, becauſe 


though you eſteemed the man, you negleRed his 


meſſuge? Ah brethren ! it is to be feared, unleſs 
your ſtate, as a church and congregation be fin- 
_gular, that the word preached did not profit all 
of you.” Sone ef Jou may yet be in your fins. 
God has horrie long with yo: but he may have 
weary of forbearing ; he may have been 


but if it be only a Poſſible caſe, it ſhould cauſe / 
ſearching of hebt amongh vou. E. * Is 


the Rev. Samuel. Pearce. [ It 


It is a providence that ſpeaksiſto usa 


MORTAL MEN. In a little time, according to el 


common courſe of nature, the place, that 
knows us, ſhall know us no more. ' Time 880 


rapi wing, bears us away to that place where | 


no device 1 nor work 1 is found; to the t ſtate wher 

there 18 no diſtinction, but that ot. j Juſt: and unc 
Juſt, . But, who can reckon, upon the common 68. 
tent of human life! 7 Bebold, before qur eyes by 
young man, who bad not lived out half his days, 


called to eternity in the thirty-fourth 'y ear of | bis 


life. Should not this awaken our 25 „and 


excite us to make that im portant e enqu ry, V Wag. ) 


_ SHALL BE THE Next? He 6 200 B the faireſt 


for length of years, may; be the firſt to fall.” Let 
us then ſo number our days, that we way apply, 


oö unto wiſdom. Ker. 1 * J Ag | [ | 


N 10 tt dic? 3 WT 51 51415 92 


We will now“ turn to the wet reverſe of 
this mortifying ſcene 15 We have hitherto, looked. 
at the dark ſide of the A let us nqy con 

template its e one. 


«+: 


* 1 
came 


Death we — 5 'a g 


death. Death is an evemy—the laſt 200 but 


bleſſed be God, he is a conquered eneniy. The 
captain of our ſalvation has deſtroyed him Who 


had the power of death, Influenced by the faith 


of God's ele; believers | in all ages hape tti⸗ 
| umphed over death; _ thay have fovg with their 
B 2 * 1 ö 


«Fey? 
* a — 
- * 5 


28 ua K-14 


> ud i ew. 


19] :Ovaiion-at the Grave of 
expixmig breath; and exulted amidſt the wel. 
mg ey TR, mM RM 4:51. 1 101 


Death i is amongſt the privileges of che chil- 
ren, of God. Death i is yours. He meets them 
as a friend, as an envoy commiſſioned by their 
hear enly Father to bring them to his throne. 
Our . es have frequently | beheld the victory 0 | 
faith, in the dark valley. Afſaulted on either 
hand by pale diſeaſe, and its long! train of atten- 
dants, we have ſeen good men riſing ſuperior to 
all the evils of their fituation; 1 a majeſty 
in death; ;” and entering the eternal world ſhouting, 
T, hanks 5 Je to God who hath given us the vic. : 


This is not all. The total deſtruction of 
death is laid in the irreverſible counſel of the Moſt: 
igh. The laſt enemy ſhall be deſtroyed. - Death 
elf muſt die. The tabernacle of God ſhall 
be with men ; he will wipe away all tears from 
their eyes; val there ſhalt be no more death. 
The ſea ſhall give up its dead, and thoſe that 
are in their graves ſhalt come forth: Then [the 
Lord Jeſus will make his triumph complete, and 
caſt death and hell into the lake of fire and brim- 
ſtone. The re- animated duſt of the redeemed, 
ſhall t then be perfectly releaſed from the bondage 
of e and made like unto the glorious 
body of their great head: the whole number of 
the Ele, ſhall then be preſented before the. pre- 
| ſence of the divine gloty, with e Ber 


joy. 


the Rev. Samuel Peavet, | e 


„O grand indiſpenfible inquiry yet res 
mains. By what means may we obtain to the' 
reſurrection of the juſt? In ſearch of this im- 
portant ſubject, we are not left to wander ids 
the maze of uncertainty and doubt; the wey into 
the bolieft is made manifeſt,” There are three' 
things abſolutely requifite for a man to be a0. 
quainted with, EG he can enter into life. 


8 The Nui ob dan tis Me ſenp- 
ture propoſes this unſpeakable gift by the blood. 


of Jeſus. Mie have redemption through his blood, 
eren the forgioentſt of our fins. Epics. i. 7. © pl 


3295080 


endet The juſtification of ater 
Provifen. for which ia made by the obedience -W 
the Son of God. He is tie end of i the m for _ 
Ry one that beligveth. Rom. x. * \ 


3 Tulabrr, The fanAification of our n= 
ture. Jegus is of God made unto us ſanbification. 
+ Con. i. 90; By the influence of his Spirit upon 
our hearts, we are made partakem of the di- 
vine nature; ſanctiſied in body, ſoul and ſpirit; 
and changed thus into the divine image, as by 
0 Spirit of our God.” 2 Cos. us, 8. s of if 
This is the only method 'of falvation coun- 


tenanced in Seripture; and it ſeems 3 method, | 
es * juſt to Goc, and ſafe to wan,” 3 


To conclude. Though we Com to PN 
we do not ſorrow as thoſe who have no hope, 


5 
| 


4beſe 2 pon e be 
; 8 1 1 
1 : = 
: 1 4 eee 
, ' ; ; * * 4 


14] Oretion ut the Grave of 

God, who has taken. away our dear brother; will 
take cate of his. He, will be a huſband. to the 
forlorn widow, and a father to the dear tender 


babes. 4,, good man leaveth an inhieritance to his 
children's children. „God will provide; he will. 


ſurely do them | good z hg has the hearts of al 


wen in his hands ;, he will raiſe up friends for 


them; and exentually wake, it-appear, that even 


this dark diſpenſation, is amongſt the all N 
n work Ow * Sad. ar 


le that has the government ul upon! bis ſhoulders. 
will take care of you, my, brethren, as a church, 
A paſtor is provided for you; and he who knows 
him, will bring him amongſt you in his o-.n way, 
and time. Truſt in the Lord; he will never for- 
ſake Zion: her walls are ever before him. Take 
his word for your rule; live according to the. 
fame ; ſeek him by prayer and Jupplication ; and 
you. ſhall yet praiſe him. 


14 4 4 
13 v1 1 * * nen. 11 


we now bid. farewell ade efiretath to the 
keeping duſt of our departed brother: but bleſſed 
be God, though it be a long farewell, it will 


not be an everlaſting one. We ſliall meet again. 


What we are to day ſowing in diſhonour, ſhall be 
raiſed in glory. The trumpet ſhall ſound; our 
brother will ariſe; we ſhall meet, no more to 
part. When Jeſus comes, he will bring all his 
ſaints with him. Comfort ye one " BOONE: vith 


ther, that on a partial view of their cireumſtan : | 
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14 „o S0. deeply, um | fendble of the, loſs, 


ſuſtained. "by this church, in; general, not to ſay 
by the neareſt relative of my dear departed bro⸗ 


ces, (and our views eſpecially of afflictixe events, 
are too commonly partial) I could not be ſur- | 
priſed, were ſome now preſent, ready to, exclaim, 


«© Is there auy ſorrow like unto our ſorrow, 
wherewith the Lord has this day afflicted us?“ 
Dut ithough I ſcarcely know where a church 
could ſuſtain an equal loſs,:by the removal of ſo 
young a paſtor; nor can I conceive, there exiſts 
a widow,” whom death has plundered of a richer 


ſtore of bleſſings, hy taking from her and from 


her infant care, the guide of their youth; yet, 
on more mature conſideration, we muſt not ad- 
mit that lamentation to be applicable, even to 
them that feel the moſt Den grief in this af+ 


161 The pref of Cin rift 


ſembly. ** event which. ins 6 ioned our 
preſent 2 muſt deeply, affect eve ſtrangers, 
whoſe hearts know how to feel; but all the deareſt 
friends of the deceaſed” muſt acknowledge, that 
the days of tribulation which preceded this 
mournful evening, were not the ſeaſon of diſ- 
playing the Lord's anger, but of the clear mani- 
feſtation of his faithfulneſs and love: They \ were 
to him the days of heaven upon earth. Surely 
they who drank with him tlie deepeſt out of his 
cup of affliction, could ſind no ſavor of the curſe, 
no, not at the bottom; nor could they drink the 
bitter, without taſting alſo of the ſweet, which 


was not ſparingly dropt into it, but copiouſly in- 
fuſed. And after ſuch proofs and illuſtrations 


of the divine fidelity, I cannot but believe, tliat 
the who' needs them moſt of al, © ſhall find fur- 

ther ſtores of conſolation laid up for her relief: 
ſince God her Maker is her Huſband, : Kang 0 gi eth 


ſongs in the night. enn, 


This rk 1b miſts be a that 
there was a church at Jeruſalem, near eighteen 
centuries ago, which ſuſtained 2 loſs unſpeak- 
ably greater tlian that which they now bęewail; 
while yet the ſorrow which was then. endured, 
was quickly turned jiuto joy. And your affeo . 
tionate paſtor,, who; both iu health and in ſiek · 
neſs, cared ſo much for your welfare, did: not 
heſitate to recommend «to your attention, the 
Kind aſſurance which was given for therr relief; 


a Kaese Conſolation. LT = 
as believing it ta contain ground of encourage- 
ment, on which yau alſo are authorized to depend. 

He who ſaid to his dear diſciples, * «T will not 
leave you comfortleſs orphans, I will come unto. i 
you,” has the ſame reſpect to his whole church in 
every age; aud you my brethren, may as ſafely 
5 on his gracious promiſe, as his very apoſtles. 


Yes; beloved, we are authorized to make a 
beat application of this word of conſolation; 
and muſt affirm,” That the promiſed "preſence of 
the bleſſed Redeemer is the beſt ſource of cm- 
fort, to all his people, in every time of trouble.” E- 


In complying with the requeſt of my dens 
deceaſed brother, I ſhall firſt conſider the ſub- 
ject in reference to thoſe to whom it was iminedi: 
ately addreſſed, ' and' there endeavour to apply 
it to the preſent occafibn. 128 Dy EL 4 


Finsr. Let us notice the ee re- n 
ference of this declaration, to our, Lord's diſci :. 
ples, who . favoured with, his; body i. Il 


4 Y ou are it; aware & that the FI I have read 
vere ſpoken by the bleſſed Jeſus, to thoſe who 
followed! him in the days of his humiliation ; and 134 

that when he thus addreſſed them, Wir had l 
filled their hearts, becauſe he = jult I HINA 
bis approaching departure. ; came ff from "th 
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Father, and was come into the world; and' tiouglt 
the world v was made by him, yet the World ile 
him not ; but he Had made himfelf knbwn to 
theſe his diſciples, whom ne hack chofen but of 
the world; and now w o—_ he was about to leave 
them, 4 go unto the Father, though his ſtupitl 
and ungrateful cbuntrymen would father rejoice 
at his leaving the earth, than bewail it, yet his 
diſeiples could not but, weep, and, lament and be 
ſorrowful; and ſurely, well they miglit, at the 
Wen of loſing ſuch ay: inralyable Friend ! 


| | Ehpeciatly e might expett this to be the 
eaſe, if we reflect on the manner in which he was 
to be remoyed from them. They were to ſee him 
falſely accuſed, unjuſtly condemned, and, eruelly 
murdered ;- being nailed to the croſs with wicked 
hands, ſuſpended between two thieves, and while 
thus numbered with tranſgreſſors, inſulted and 
derided in his Taft agonies. Ves, he would be 
treated as the object of national abhorrence and 
exerration, and that by the only people upon 


earth who profeſſed to be the worſhippers of the 


true God. And his diſci les muſt either view 
this barbarous treatment of their bleſſed Lord, or 
hide themſelyes from the thocking ſcene, by for- 
faking. him i in the. hour of diſtreſs. In the mean 
; while, he Was alfa apparently abandoned by God 
kimfelf, the Zeal: of whoſe houſe had conſumed 
him; the Lord was pleaſed" to bruife hi” and 
put him to grief; he was reſolved to make his 


4 bel Conſation. þ 
IT worg 10 abe aint him, we yas 
epberd 3;thaugh, he way ong in coyengn 
pant nrmoiorn —ͤ—ä who gould with- 
gut robber claim equality,, with, Gad. . What 
cou; be,mare ſurpriving, diſtreſſing and perplex- 
ing to his diſciples, than inch & Fries of exents! 


2:4 While. Jeſus was pith,them, he had fed them, 
and kept them as a ſhepherd doth, his flock ;, he 
- had;laid. them like lambs in bis boſowp, apd le 
hem on graduglly in, the paths of truth aud righ- 
as they verge able. to hear it. He b 
them, as a purfing father, 
gentle towards his- little children; pitying their 
*mifirmities,” rectifying their miſtakes, ſupplying 
{their wants, healing their maludies; manifeſting | 


to them his Fathers will, and Keeping them id 


aun name: and. muſt they now; los. hy wine 
Ar wn nee Ar 


rf, 


„Me eee lttieamorethan pris thirty 
"Fears in the world, and-moſt of them had knoyn 
＋ him but a very ſmall part of that period; they 
had hovrier now bee) his glory, and vere. 
convinced that it was the glory. of the oply-be- 
_ | gotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
They were ſatisfied that he alone had the words 
of eternal life; they believed and knew that he was 
the en ihs Son 15 n Gol; Gough 


ebuſneſß, 
een gentle among 


4. 
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at preſent they"idertood but iperfeRtly t that 
plan of redemptibn, which r&vdered It Ekpttlicnt 
and neceſfary, N that he sul Ritter” all thefe 
things and then enter int: glory. his- remati- 
"ing ignorarice | muſt abundatttiy enharice- their 
grief, at the intimat ibns * them f lis de. 


! 


A 291 113 258 ot 85 


But, ih thets'vords, their gracious waa ſug - 
Bell that they had no 6 6ceafion to fink under their 
ſorrows. He would ndt teat them comfortleſs like 
deſtitute or plan who hack rib affectionatt parent, 
"ks wiſe tutor, n Faithful guardian, to ſopplythely 
; wants, ſynipathize | with them; 2 them from 


} 44124 211 * N 243 KEY A, 
* — of the dikcples; on the: ſubjeR of 


bfi atoping ſasrifice, appear to have been much leſs 
dine than thoſe of David, Iſaiah, and many of the Old 


Teſtament faints, "who lived before the declenfion'of the 
Jewiſh Church; whfch appears to have loſt much of its 
ſpiritual light, ia to'havebecome more and more carnalized, 
from the days of Malachi, till the coming of our Lord. 
| And as it ſeemed neceſſary that this general declenſion, and 
ignorance of the nature of the Meſiab's. character and king- 
dom ſhould be ſuffered to take place, in order to the fulfil- 
ment of prophecy, in the death of our Saviour, by the hands 
"of his own countrymen z ſo there was an expediency, 'and 
= diſplay of wiſdom, in concealing . from the diſciples. the 
neceſſity and glorious deſign of Chriſt's Death that; they 
might not; rejoice. in ſo awful an event, till after it was quer: 
had their ideas been clear on this head, they muſt have re- 
joiced i in his ſufferings at the very time of them; but it 
ſeemed more fitting that they ſhould mourn then, and that 
their ſorrow ſhould be turned into joy, after his reſurrec- 
tion, 


x ew cee 
evo ür inſet them ith the Way" of Babjui Ngo 
had pr romiſed them hib Holy Spirit, re be th 
Comforter! and Monitor; and here/[He)pfighges 
allo, to. cone gat Ito then hk ſelf5f wilticome 


umto ht, Taith ou Lr. This promiſd was ful: 


Alſed'th chem in ſeveral Ways" 5291 brig Agr 
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1. In his repeated appearances to them, after 


his cnet 7:\Bhus, as he ſuggeſts in the 
next. rerſe; although in a little while; the world 


ſlioülck ſee him no more, yt they ſhpuld ſes him 
amd that ſight ſhouild be the. pledge that, his 


words ſhould hold good, Becauſerl lie qe thall 
lire alſo. Accordiugly the. 
that he. lie wed himſelf alive, afteryſhis paſſion, 
hy many infallible proofs, unto tho Apoſiles whom 
he had choſen, heing ſeen of them forty. days, 
before he was taken up into glory: far God. ho 
raiſed bim vp, the thin. day after his crugiſixion. 
ſhewed him openly, not to all the people, but 
unte witueſſes choſen before f Goch even to 
us, fays Peter? * ho dill ,vatrdhd drink orig 


him after he roſe from the, dead; whom be o- 


manded to preach unto the people and to teſtiy 
that hie is appointed to be the Judge of thediy- 
ing and the dead: and that to hinv-all/the pro- 
phets gave witneſs, that through his name, whoſd- 
ever believeth in him, | ſhall receive remiſſion of 
fing!“ Therefore though he ſoon leſt them again, 
. being carried up into heaven, et their under- 
e having been n that thay 


liſts: atteſt, 


{ 


1 
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might undetſiand; the ſexiptures, and ſee. how it 
behoved him to ſuffer, and. to riſe again, they 
worthipped{him, | when he was parted from them, 
and returned to Jenuſalem qvith̃ great joy, where 
they waited, 40; be Fndued, with power from on 
oo and received.;the. __ 2 of the 


WA Lag 2 


2. Sendet dae as 
ment, in the continued enjoyment of hĩs ſpiritnal 
Prefence and divine Inffuenceo We fully aſcer- 
| tain this privilige to be inbluded in the text, by 
comparing this: promiſe, T will dome unta you, 
with thoſe declarations, recorded by | Matthew, 
which admit ef no ſolution without the auknow- 
Jedgement” df Chriſt's' proper] divitiity: here 
to or three "tre gathered gogetſier in mn, 
there am I, in tie mid / thin. And loi an 
wee Log abr. fo the end of the er Amen 

Net neee otlt * 
3% lee nd ef the 3 it bal race 
4 ates fulfilment, by our Lord's. coming again 
in that human nature, which: **3t behoved; heaven 
Is receive, until the times of the reſtitution' of all 


. - the things of which God ſpake by the mouth of 


his holy prophets; ſinee the world began.” Then 
be who went to prepare a place for his diſciples, 
and all his ſubſequent followers, will come again,. 
and receive them to himſelf; that where he is, there 
they may be alfo, Then they who were troubled 
for their adherence to his cauſe, ſhall enter into 


/ 
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reſt; wliew the Lord Jeſus thall he rev from 
heaven. At that ſane period wilt he take ven- 
88 them who know not God, und wha 
obey not the Goſpel of our, Lortl Jefus Chriſt) 
and putiiſh' them with everlaſting defttuctinn 
when he ſhall come to be glorined in his faints; 
and adimired in all them who believe: - For God 
will bring with him them who tiow fleep in Jeſus, 
while the believers who remain, at that time; 
alive upon earth, ſhall feel a change paſs upon 
their bodies, to render them like thoſe who are 
newiy raifell from the dead, and all'“ ſhall be 
caught up together to meet the Lord in the an, 
and ſo ſhalt we ever be with the Lotd' Where 
fore, ” ſays Fas comfort one another 
theſe. words.“ He who teſtified theſe things 
to his diſbipies, while he was yet with them 


repeated his promiſe long afterwards, to his ſe— 


vant John, ſaying, *© Surely, I come quickly.“ 
May we unite with that beloved diſoiple, in uno 
z ing, „Amen. Een eee unn 


And now, my brethren, if this. ene 
was ſufficient to relieve the winds of the Apoſiles, 
when they loſt the budily preſence of their "we 
aun men 1 W OR. + 


{ 
1 


<Q 1 To apply the. fda: 3 
to the relief of thoſe h Are moſt affectec b 
5 * e mn 
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a Tliis Chureli has loſt a moſt diligent, faithful, 
affectionate au aluable Paſtor, and far, be. it 
trom me to make light of! your Joſs. All. thoſe 
Churches who/knew:himi.only by occaſional viſits, 
all good men who had any; opportunity of appre- 
tiating his worth, muſt ſympathize with you; 
while they grieve to think that they themſelves, 
who ſaw his face fo ſeldom, ſhall ſee it no more. 
His brethren: in the miniſtry, who enjoyed the 
pleaſure and advantage of his ſriendſſiip and cor- 
reſpondence, feel a loſs which they will ever de- 
plore. How then muſt you regret his removal, 
who were, many of you, the. ſeals of his miniſtry; 
who, all of you, hoped long to enjoy his conſtant 
labours; and for whoſe welfare. he laid himſelf _ 
out. with ſuch unremitting aſſiduity? The paſtor 
whoſe abſence you mourn, poſſeſſed ſuch an aſ- 
femblage 'of lovely graces and acceptable qua- 
lifications; as are found united but ' ſeldom, even 
in truly chriſtian miniſters. He had the firmeſt 
attachment to” cyangelical. truth, aud the moſt 
conſtant regard to practical godlineſs; he united 
remarkable Fhwidncks of judgement, with uncom- 
mon warmth of affections. I never ſaw, at leaſt 
in one of his years, ſuch active, ardent zeal, con- 
joined with ſuch'-gentleneſs, modeſty and deep 
humility ; ſo much of the little child, and ſo much 
of the Evangelift, -I can fearcely forbear faying, 
of the Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt. I know not how , 
to flatter you, with the hope of obtaining another 
Miniſter; or myſelf, with the expectation of fiud- 


d ſaurce \Canſalatian; mp 
vg another Friend, in whom all.theſe-ohpamjng | 
qualities ſhall be found, in au ai, degree. Ie 
Was, indeed, “a burnigg and a ſhining light, 
and we rejoiced in his light, for a ſeaſon; but 
now we muſt lament, that he ſhines no more n 
earth; though we dauht not, that he ines * 
the rn in ws kingdom of his Father. 


# While 5 abode among us, his Ao 
were evideytly and eminently 1 in heayen; Tits wot 


Ss © * 


of regard, which made him villing to 1 425 the 
Pliſs of the eternal world. Aud when he per- 
ceived that it as .the Loyd" 8 will He ſhould de- 
part, Jour e 

For Jour conſolation and benefit, he with ſhed this 
.paſlage.t to be conſidered at, His funeral. lle once 


alluded to another ſcripture, but laying bat 


aſidde, leſt, it ſhould occafi lon. too much being ſaid 
ol himſelf, he fixed upon this; remarking f he 
comes to you, all will be well, you need not re- 


gret my- removal. So yqu ſee, Brethren, the 


.defign;of your.dear paſtor, was to encourage you 


0 claim a ſhare in the promiſed preſence of. the 
Redesmer; Which he knew,extended. to all, his 
chutches. 4: to erh. individual. believer. 2 
perceived that he was going to leave :ypy, fc 
could not promiſe to come again to you, though 


STE WS his great ae onen to 9 Jou, in 
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are Was ſtill his chief Concern. 
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ſucceſſion, will follow him ; and meanwhile, the 
preſence of his great Maſter, as to his divine na- 
ture, and the increaſing influence of his Spirit, 
would be a ſufficient compenſation for any loſs 
you could ſuſtain by his departure. The ſpiritual 
preſence of Chriſt could make up for the want 
of his bodily prefence, to thoſe who knew what 
it was to enjoy the latter; it muſt then aſſuredly 
be ſufficient to ſupply the abſence of any under- 
ſhepherd. With this thought my dear brother 
conſoled himſelf, in the beginning of his illneſs ; 
If,“ ſaid he, in a letter written the firſt Lord's 
day that he was confined from public worſhip, 
If I am to depart hence, to be no more ſeen, 
I know the Lord can carry on his cauſe as 
ce well without me as with me; he who redeemed 
te the ſheep with his blood, will never ſuffer them, 
4 to periſh for want of ſhepherding, eſpecially, - 
i fince He himſelf is the chief W red 
& ſouls, ” | 


Let mie therefore e to aſſiſt you by di- 
recting your attention to the grounds on which 
you may ſafely expect the fulfilment of the pro- 
miſe, the magnitude of the promiſe itſelf, and 
the conſequent lune under which you are 
laid by Wt | 


l. Conſider the ground on which you may 
fafely build an expe&ation that our Lord J clus 
will come unto you. 


4 ſource of Conſolation, [ 
Dur Lord's ability to make good. fuck. @ prov. 


miſe, muſt here be noticed. Not only had he an 
inherent power to lay down his. life, and to take, 
it up again, in conſequence of which, he ſpent 
forty days with his diſciples, before his aſcen- 
ſion ; but he has power to perform his ſtanding 
engagements with his whole church, of being 
with them, alway, to the end of the world, when- 
ever, and wherever, to or three are ga thered to- 
gether in his name; which promiſes muſt be con» 
nected with the text to enable you to claim any 
part in the conſolation it will admiuiſter. 4 0 
modern Enthuſiaſts, (who. can: believe any, thing 
which does not imply, that they, are. ſo, guilty. as 
to need the incarnate. Son of Gad to make an 
atonement for their ſins, by his precious blood, 
have fancied that the body of Jeſus, who accord: 
ing to them was, a mere man Jike ourſelves, af: | 
cended no higher than the Atmoſphere, which — | | 
furroutids the earth, and that he oH d- 
ſcends from thence to this globe, to viſitioviſibly \ 
and one at a time, the various cougregations of 
chriſtians. This idea, it has been ſaid; ) cannot 
poſſibly do us any harm; “ but; alas l it can do 
us but little good. If the Saviour Mould thus 
viſit all thoſe who are called by his- name, our uw 
turn to be ſo favored may occur but once in . "30 
life-time ; or whether they who. have invented | 
this ſolution of Matt, xviii. 20, would admit ys, 
whom: W 8 as rational idolaters, 
N 22 1. „Hir lo are 


28f: We pee of OWR 
enjoy any ſhare in Ris viſits, I know'wot: Nor 
would it be of conſequeries, whether it were 
erifitef of denied; a mere man futveying us in- 
vitly,” now und then, cou impart 16 us no fps 
Atul blefling. But, if our Great lig Prieſt 
Be irideed, in the moſt exatted ſerfs, Thee: Son of 
Goch who ig * paſſed through” * theſe lower Heas 
vens, ant is'*© made Higher than the Heavens," - 
having 4 aſcended” up far above al! Heavens, 
chat he might y a things,” (according to the 
paſſage which We heart explained this'morningf) 
and, if win, potter be given unto him, in Hea- 
ven and in earth,” ten, my brethren, your faith 
frards'uport a ffrm foundation. He who; when 
lie wal üpbn earth, as to His Humatſſty, could 
yk Of Himſelf a being '® ir heaven; ean as 
glant yow the preſence of his Divinity, 
now Eis Human Ubttite is it the world above; 


n 88 TAL WESC? : ; 6 
It tie extent: of his rogers; 7 eie be 

l temembered, In bis laſt prayer with his dif- 
eiples, he prayed not alone for them who, were 
preſent, but for all Who ſhouted betieve through 
their word. And he ever liveth, to make in. 
terteſſion or + all them, who come. unto God by 


— . ol 4 a 2 - . * FW x Sd 
: _ — 7 1 —— * | 
73 0 1 11 110 


ra Heb. iv. mY vii. ab. Epk, n. Lays, 
" ry By brother Weſt, of Wantage. * 5155 


4 2277871 arte Abrur. th. vil. 28. Me. Nas, a 
WE + advocate of ratibnal religion, ſuppoſes thi "the : 
writers of the New Teſtament themſelves, annexed no very 


a ſuroe & GD,, a 


Him.” In every age bath his chupeli been the 


object of his graciougregards and he lias fulfilled: 


the promiſe whielv he madeiin tie das of Zecha- 


rial; **Es, I come; and I will dwell im the midſt 
of thee,| ſarh Jehovah,” And many nations thalk + 


be joined unto Jehovah, in that dayy;avd thall 


de my people: and I wilt dvelb in the: niidſt og 


thee and theu ſhalt know thas Jehovah God 
of höſts hath ſent me unto-thee:”—: To the: pri- 


mitive church undey all the pagan perſecutions, 


was this promiſe Fulfilled; to the Walclenſes and 


diſtinct idea to the phraſe of Chriſt's making interceſſion, be- | 
cauſe tra he obſerves, expreſſes any interference of 


one perſon fox or againſt another. It is true, that in the 
Epittle to the Romans, Paul menttens Chris mubbug ir- 
urtiſſin FOR us, viii. 34 ; and Elijah's making + interceſſibs 
AGAINST Zech, xi. 42. Aud he uſes this fame verb, bur 


with different prepoſitions, in boch places. But can any | 


ambiguity ariſe from employing one word, with prepoſit tions 
of oppoſite import, to denote oppoſite things? Will not the 


things thus oppoſed rather il luſtrate each other ? Ervrvyxany 


FIE, is to, plead for, and Erin KATA, to plead 
againft : the latter phraſe is repeatedly uſed in the Maccabees, 
to expreſs the act of 2 againſt, bringing an 'accuſa- 


tion againſt, making " tomplat, it agdinft a perſon's or perſons. | 


1 Mac. viii. 32. x. 61, 63. 29. And as this is the part 


of a proſecutor or accuſer, ſo the former is the part of an 


advocate; patron, or interceſſor. The Jews have adopted 
the two Greek terms Iagarvrro an aduucate, uled 1 Jobn 


ii. 1. and Karre, an accuſer, uſed Rev, * 10. and em- 


ploy both in the Chaldee paraphraſe of Job xxXiii. 23. hn 
how. is prepared, one advocate (NDP) among a thouſand 
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Albigenſes in the darkeſt times of Popery; to 
the firſt reformers from Antichriſtian error, and 
to their faithful ſucceſſors; whether conformiſts 
or non-conformiſts; in this Iſland, on the conti - 
nent of Europe, or in the wilds of North Ame- 
rica. And at this day, wherever two or three 
aſſemble in his name, at Birmingham or at Briſ- 
tol, in London or at Edinburgh, in Old Holland 
er in New Holland, at Mudnabatty, or at Ota- 
heite, at the Cape of Good Hope or in Ken- 
tucky,. there may our diſtant brethren, as well 
as ourſelves, expect our glorious Lord to ful 
fil his word, T will come unto you. r 


The expreſs promiſes he has made, of which. 
the text is one, and we have recited ſeveral 
others, forbid us to doubtof the beſtowment of this 
invaluable bleſſing. Jeſus is the faithful and true 
Witneſs; the ſame yeſterday to day and for ever. 
In him all the promiſes of God are yea, ny in 
him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.” He 

aſſured his ſervant Paul, in a ſeaſon of peculiar 
difficulty, My grace is ſufficient forthee;” and 
the grace which could ſuffice for him, who ac- 
counted himſelf the chief of finners, and leſs than 
the leaſt of ſaints, is ſufficient for us alſo. His 
Strength is diſplayed to the greateſt advantage 
in our weakneſs. O remember hoy it was lately 
diſplayed in the weakneſs, the extreme weakneſs, 
of your dear dying paſtor, on whom the power of 
Chriſt fo viſibly reſted. When his heart und fleſh 


« ſource of Conſolation Wy 


were failing, how did he rejoice in God his Sa- 


viour, as the ſtrength of his heart, and his por- 
tion for ever! And is there a mourner preſeut, 


ſo feeble, ſo diſconſolate, ſo bereaved of every 


created ſource of bliſs, as that this grace will not 
ſuffice for her ſupport? Or will he, who kept his 
word with ſuch ** punQlious veracity” to the 
Huſband, forget his promiſe to the Widow and the 
Fatherleſs: ? Aſſuredly he will not. 


Remember, my n! the readineſs of 


the Redeemer to hear and anfwer prayer. — Though 


Paul beſought him thrice upon one ſubjeR, before 
he received an immediate reply, the promiſe was 
fulfilled even before it was pronounced; he, like 
one who lived long before him, and like myriads 


who have ſince made trial of the fame reſource, was 
« ſtrengthened with ſtrength in his ſoul,” before 
the Saviour expreſſly declared, My ſtrength is 
made perfect i in weakneſs,” | | Continue therefore 


inſtant in prayer. Remember the apparent re- 
buffs. encountered at firſt by the woman of Ca- 


naan, and how amply her faith was anſwered at 


laſt, Did not Jeſus inculcate this maxim, ** that 
men ought always to pray, and not to faint; and 


ſpake a parable to illuſtrate and inforce that duty? 


Rich bleſſings, I truſt, are ſtill in reſerve for you, 
in anſwer to the many fervent petitions, which 
your dear Paſtor offered up on your behalf, from 


rr 
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and during better than nine years * wherein lie 
has more fully undertaken the overſight of yo 
in the Lord. May you [yourſelves pray without 
ceaſing, and plead with the Lord his own exceed- 
ing great and precious promiſes, which will be 
found to contain bleffings fully PRO to 
all your neceſſities. 


It was doubtleſs in conſequence of many 
comfortable evidences, that God has a number of 
ſpiritual worſhippers among you, that my dear 
Brother was encouraged to expect tli is declaration 
would be, dertainly fulfilled in your preſent cir- 
eumſtances. But though I glailly indulge a ſi- 
milar confidence, yet neither I, Whoſe perſonal 
knowledge of you is very confined, nor he, vhoſe 
-Acquaintanee was-mugh more intimate andi gene- 
ral, could anſweri for every profeſſor among you. 
From What has taken; place in all the large con- 
Sregations I have known, Lam afraid leſt the 
hopes of your paſtori may be diſappointed, as to 
ſome individuals, whom he never: ſuſpected, but 
whoſe future apoſtaſy will indicate the ſuperficial 
nature of their preſent profeſſion, and enſure 
them a final portion avithhypocrites and unbe- 
lie vers. Greatly ſhall I rejoice, if not ove ſuch 
character ſhould ever be found among you; but 
tot render the conſolation in the text more certain 
in its eee 1 _ : exhagh you to 
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« ſource of Conſolation, {8 
examine and prove. your own ſelves, and to give 
all diligence ta make your calling and election 
ſure. .- Unleſs you axe ſuch, of whom God diſap- 
proves, Chriſt is in you, the hope of glory; he 
dwells in your hearts by faith, and ꝓou begin to 
be conformed to his lovely image. ou account 
mental nearneſa to God the chief good. Von 
value communion. with him above all, the world. 
Is not this the caſe my, brethren? I truſt yu; can 
ſay with the Pſalmiſt, Whom have I in beayen 
but thee, and there, is none upon earth that, I de- 
fire 8 thee. Fear not, that the Lord will 

rate the defires his own, Spirit! has exci 
or Haden s has * whoſe wiſhed, e e 
Welke en een n 


In the baits to Oe ws eil 
neſs of your defires after the mates of om, 


oh ps ee bo, Na, an 
2. The Magnitude of 10 OM "= G 
468 as Chf ſaid; I eee e 


can make up every loſs? Well may you, credit 
the aſſertion, if you 2 | 
os py the tent. hn ages Hine; at 
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It imports OFT 2 
Glory. And O how delightful the ſight! **Lord!” 
faid Jude, © how is it that thon wilt manifeſt 


» 


and have you been told to night that his preſence 


4 The preſence of Cie = 

thyſclf unte us, and hot uhto the. world?” He 
exclamation might denote partial ignorance; as 
well as grateful furprize: but the ſecret was in 
great meafure explained, when the Spirit with 
potrred ottt from on high. Then Pabl obſervedd, 
+ God; ho commanded-the light to thine - out 
of darkneſs, hath ſhined into our hearts, to give 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God; 
in the fate of Jefus Curt: fo that white others | 
Have their underſtandings darkened, being ati 
ente from the life of God! through the ignb- 
rance which is in them, berauſe of the — 
Lor rather the eallouſueſs, 9 of theit beats; 6 
all, with open "face, beholding, as in a nn ych⸗ 
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the füt 
image, from glory to glory, as 1 the, Spirit of 
the Tyr ; 121914 9772 woTls eotihgh Bing W #35; 


If the Lord grant you his ert dete 
you will not only realize his eſſential and media- 
torial glory, but be cheered alſo with a lroely ſenſe 
of. his d. And what conſalatipn can egabd that 
which muſt! reſult from ſudh a fource? To K 
the tove of Chriſt, which: paſſeth knowledge, 
is a blefing which the Apoſtle conſidered as im- 
mediately connected with being filled with all 
the fulneſs of God; * * the mee of 
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coneretio quæ in eallum f fit. In ſacris literis ruf naphas 
quum cor occalluit. Scapula, Robertſon. 
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a fource of Conjolatien 8 
which was a prpaf that he is able to do expeeds+ 
ing abundantly above. all that we aſk or think. ? 
Unleſs we coula.canceive the full extent of the 
happineſs, produced by the redemptian af Chrig 
throughout the whole empife af God; unleſs wa 
could comprehond thelength of eternity; in which 
the felicity of the ſaved ſhall be for ever inereaſing, 
as faſt as God ſhall increaſe their capacity af en» 
joyment;. unleſs. we, could meaſure the lowefi 
depths of hell, from whence, our Saviour has ran» 
ſomed us, with the invaluable price of his bloc 
and the height of glory, to which we ſhall be 
raiſed, as the reward of Immanuel's gbedienge; 
it will be impoſſible fully to canceive the greats 
neſs of his love. However, enough may be known 
to convince us that bis favour is hetter than life, 
undd to fill us even in the preſent ſtate, amidſt all 
our outward trials, and even our inward e 
wich joy een hs day of . 


'Refled that if Chrin ſhould eome: unte you,/ 
aceording to this gracious promiſe, he will com- 
municute unto you, more largely, the ſupply of his 
Spirit. And thall not this fit you for every duty, 
ſupport you under every preſſure, and enſure you 
the visto over every ſpiritual-enemy?. Yes, my 
beloved, if you enjoy much of the preſence of 
Jeſus, it will make you active for God, and ex- 
cite you to every good work. Vou will not be 
en e n * 
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the Lord” Tou will aim at the divine glory is 
- every thing, even in all your civil employment 
You will gladly conſecrate thł gain of your mer- 
 chandize to the Lord, and honour him with your 
ſubſtance. i It will rejoice your foul to think that 
you are not your own,” but „bought with a 
price,” and” you will feel yourſelves bound to 
© glorify God, with your bodies, and with your 
ſpirits, which are God's:“ nor can you forbear 
to admit his claim to all which you poſſeſs; for 
i© the filver is mine and the gold is mine,” faith 
the Lord of hoſts, a nd your thankful hearts muſt 
ſay, Amen. You' will wiſh to inſeribe on all 
your - property, and on all your utenfils that 
bleſſed motto, Hotineſs to the Lord. The pre- 
fence of Chriſt will inſpire you with ardour, re- 
ſolution and zeal, to promote his kingdom among 
men, You will not 'let your Lord's-day. Schoots 
decline; nor will your contribution to the M184 
$10N, in which you ſtood foremoſt ſo early, now 
be ſuffered to fall off, becauſe that dear man is 
gone to glory, who firſt excited your atten tion 
to theſe good works; but you will remember that 
Chriſt himſelf is with you, who walks among 
His golden candleſticks, to notice hoy their light 
ſhineth before m men, to the honour of their hea- 
venly Father. — If you ſhould meet with farther 
Trials, the preſence of Jeſus will ſuffice to ſup- 
| port you under the croſs, as it'did the Apoſtles, 
and primitive chriſtiatis. O brethren! J pray you 
131; nay live as ſeeing him who is inviſible. Remem- 


4 ſourte of, Conſolation | FO 
ber that Chriſt, vhen upon earth, cold n „ 
more for his firſt. ehe, than he « can e 
form for you, by his diyine preſence.. AbI 
if he were here, in his glorified body, , . or even 
in the lowl form in which he appeared in the 
days of his HRT, . If he often called 
upon you,. . . or you dne at any time, reſort 
to him .or r if he lodged at your houſe, . . or 
came thither as often as he. viſited. the houſe of 
Lazarus, at Bethany; : 5 TY would you not then 
conſult him in every thing; and always follow his | 
good advice? and fear no conſequences, when 
you complied with his direfions? And do you 
believe the Divinity of Chriſt, and at otherwiſe 
now? O ſhameful inconſiſtency! Look unto J eſus. 
Look off, my brethren, from all other objects; 
from all falſe confidences, from all diſcourage» VR 99 
ments, from all the foawing billows, which 44 
threaten to ſwallow vou up, unto Jeſus. Hei is Wk 
above, looking down upon you. He is at hand, 5 4 
ready to aſſiſt you. See, how he ſtretches forth 
his arm to ſupport you, and keep you from ſink- 
ing,in the deep, waters. Separate from bim Joy 
can da notbing,; but the weakeſt can do all things, 
can bear all burdens, can conquer all the bolts of 
hell, through Chriſt ſtrengthening him, I 


If you are thus authorised to expe& we p pre- 
ſence of Chriſt, Mill he not tak? you under the care 
of his providenes, How feet is the idea of an 
emnipreſent God! Noi local Deity," as the, gods 


* A 
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of, the heathen were ſuppoſed to be, even by their 
own worſhi Peet But a God afar off, as well as 
at hand,” reſent, with his captiye ſervants, to 
check the violence of the fire, and ſtop the mouth#- 
of lions, in favour of his  exjles in Babylon, as 
ſprely as eyer he had been ready to hear an, 
in his temple at Jeruſaſem. A God in India, as 
well as in England. Who ſhewed himfelf to be 
preſent with his ſervant Pearce in Birmingham, 
to make all his bed in his ſickneſs; and was at, 
the ſame. time reſent, though we knew not where, 
with his ſervant Vard and his companions; "whe- 
ther they, are ſtill traverſing the mighty ocean, of 
whether the Criterion” has reached its deſired 
haven. | Perhaps, they have already met with 
Carey, and Thomas, and Fountain, and J eſus is 
in the midſt of them, while they are praying fog 
ys in Bengal, Yes, Aſia was long ago reminded, 
that the eyes of J eHoVaH run. to and frg 
throughout the whole earth, that he may ſhew 
himſelf ſtrang in the behalf of them whoſe hearts 
are perfect towards him.” And how comfortable 
is it to reflec, that this attribute of Deity, and 
every other, belongs to God the Son, as well as 
to God the Father. The huſbagd' of the church 
is the God of the whole earth. Jeſus has all 
power on earth as well as in heaven. They tliere- 
fore, who, “ ſeek: firſt the kingdom of God; and 
his righteouſnefs,” ſhall find“ all things added 
unto them. My God, (ſaid Paul to the Phi- 
„ n alot need, N 


eee le 
w his'r{ches in glory, by Chriſt Jefes.” Cuſt on 
dim therefore all your care: he dareth for! alt Rs 
churches, and though you know not which way 
to look, he can find another paſtor for this church, 
to rejait the breach that Uedth"has made. He 
can raiſe up friends for the widow and the chik 
gren of his departed ſ ſervant; yea, he himſelf will 
be their guardian and defence A father to th 
fathlerlefs, and the Patron of the widow, is G 
in his Holy habitation; te wilt ueber alt | thein, 
nor forfake them, n 4th ED 
ri in 00301109 BI 


G The preſonce!sf Cin wih his 
We thalt prepare them«for te - 
terrupted enjoyment 'of his prefence: inthe calefliul 
world. He himſelf will be with you walking in 
the way, and the fooliſh thall not err therein. 

He will guide you by his counfel, and aftetward 
receive you into glory. One of you after another 
halt fotos your dear paſtor, |perliaps before the 
end of this year, and fou r or five next year, and 
{6 on, till you all meet again in that hevvenly 
city, where the Lord God Almighty” aud the 


Lamb, are the temple of it; the glory of God doth | 


_ enlighten it, and the Lamb is the Tight thereof; 
and the inhabitants drink of the pure river of the 
water of life, proceeding out of the throne of God 
and the Lamb; and there ſhall be no more curfe, 

but the throne of God and of tlie Lamb ſhall be 
in it; and his ſervants ſhall ferve him, and they 
ſhall fee his face, and his name thallt be in' their 


40 The, preſenet-of »Chrift 
foreheads; for they thall he completely like, him, 
when they ſhall ſee him as he is. But let me 
once, more beſeech you to notice, | | 


11 70 3. The conſequent e under which 
pe e . 3 

1 * Lord has nid, «1 will come unto you.“ 
Believe him. Take him at his word. Plead it 
before his throne of grace. Prove that you value 
his preſence above every thing. Live under an 
abiding conviction, thgt without it, you muſt be 
eomfortleſs, notwithſtanding the preſence of every 
temporal enjoyment; but with it, you muſt be 
2 even under the peſorec of every _ 
| Lt then the 8 that this promiſe will 
de accompliſhed, moderate your. ſorrows, on the 
preſent occaſion,. and on all others, and dire& 
them into a proper channel. It is the preſence 
of Chriſt which conſtitutes the perfected felicity 
ok our dear departed friend: But Chriſt is really 
preſent with his church upon earth alſo: pray for 
more faith to realize that truth, and your beaven 
ſhall be begun below. He has. ſaid, If any 
one love me, he will keep my words: and my 
Father, will love him, and we will come unto 
him, and make our abode with him: ” And what 
15 the loſs, which the enjoyment of the preſence 
of Chriſt, and of his Father cannot compenſate? 


F* 


# ſourte of Conſolation. [4 


or, what is the affliction, under which fellowſhip 


with the Father, and with his Son Jeſus 1 N 


will not conſole you? 


Let this promiſe enhance. KA gratitude for 
paſt merci „ and your  ſolicitude to improve 
_ thoſe which f remain. It was from. him, who aſ- 


cended on high, after deſcending 1 into the lowelt 


parts of the N and who received gifts for 


men, that our dear brother received all his miniſ- 
terial qualifications, as well as every chriſtian 
grace: and it was his bleſſing alone, which ren- 
dered him ſo ſucceſsful, in winning ſouls to Chriſt. 


With him is the reſidue of the Spirit. He has A 


yet bleſſings i in ſtore to communicate. O live 
on his fulneſs! Though your beloved paſtor is 
gone, I truſt that the benefit which many of 
you received from his miniſtry will never be loſt. 
Miniſters die, but Jeſus liyes; and his word en- 
dureth for ever. Vou have allo a;proſpect of ſtill 
enjoying his ordinances. Look up for graci- 
ous influence to attend them, knowing that nei- 
ther is he who planteth any thing, nor he who, 


watereth ; but it is God who giveth, the increaſe.” 4 
May the promiſe of Chiifts preſeuce excite 
5 45 it: 1,08 MOHESOINAOT 35. 
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42 | | Tha genes of Chriſt, | 
your concern to prepare: fon his coming Let it 
excite your watchfulneſs againſt every thing which 
would be offenſive to your bleſſed Lord. Chriſ- 
tians, Is there any thing 1 in the daily. courſe of 
your behaviour, or in. the management of your 
families, of which you would be aſhamed, if 
Chriſt were now upon Earth in human nature 
and took up his abode with you? And, can you 
truly believe his Divinity, and not be afraid, that 
he, whoſe eyes are as a flame of fire, ſhould ſee 
ſuch tranſactions? do you not believe that he even 

ſearches the reins. and the hearts? and has he 
not ſaid, that all the Churches ſhalt know, it? 
Behold, he cometh frequently, as unexpected as 
a "thief: Bleſſed is he who watcheth, and. keepeth 
his garments, leſt he walk- 2 aud * Fe 


his ſhame. | 


| B. IT now, without confining myſelf 
farther to the immediate language of the text, 

give me leave to addreſs a few words, by way of 
a more general Improvement of the late afflictive 
Providence, both to the members of the church 
ſtatedly alſemplin, gin this place of worſhip, and 
155 congregation and N preſent. 


-T-addrefs myſelf firſt to the CHURCH, 
You, my brethren, have within theſe ten days 
ſuſtained the loſs. of a very affectionate and faith- 
ful Paſtor ;.a young. and Gre and at the ſame 


a ſource of Confolatidh. [8 
time an able and gudicious- miniſter; -who hed 
approved himſelf among you for nine or ten years, 
and whoſe labours you hoped. to enjoy for many. 
years to come. But he is taken away, in hs. 
midſt of his uſefulueſs, having but juſt completed. 
the thirty third year of his age. In fach a trial 
you have room to mourn. Je8vs-wept. And. 
devout men made great mens at the death 
of n. ä 


\ 


Yet forget not to be thankful, that ever the 
Lord raiſed up ſuch a miniſter, and gave you the 
chief benefit, of his labours. It was the kindneſs 


of providence that fixed him in this place, and 
continued him with you for ſeveral years. You | 


have reaſon to bleſs God alſo that he did not run 
in vain, nor labour in vain, Bleſs the Lord for 
giving ſo many ſeals to his miniſtry; and for en- 
abling him to live ſo Ace b to die ſo 
tumphantſy. | | F 


And now let each Tridividhial examine hith- 
Tilt, how far he profited by the ininiſtratibus of 
this dear ſetvant of Jeſus Chriſt, If any of 5 you 
put him out of his place, and idolized him; let 
ſuch learn wiſdom in future, atid {6 account of us, 
as only the Steward's of the myſteries of God, 
If any undervalued him, let them ſincerely repent 
of that evil. And let all be concerned that the 
| benefit of his miniſtry may not die with him, 


Remember the intereſting and important truths 


F 2 
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you profeſſed to receive from him. Remember 
the affectionate and earneſt exhortations, addreſſed 
to you by him, from this pulpit. Remember the 
conſiſtent and lovely example which he ſet before 
you; and the evidence of the truth of religion, 
and the diſplay of the faithfulneſs of God, which 
was made, by his ſupports under his painful and 
protracted affliction, 


Conſider, beloved, your duty to his Family, 
and ſhew the fincerity of your regard for your late 
dear paftor, by your tender ſympathy with his 
diſtreſſed Widow, and the ſubſtantial tokens of 
your affection to his ire fatherleſs Children, whoſe 
tender years prevent them from forining any ade- 
quate conception of their unſpeakable loſs. May 
all the friends of the deceaſed bear them and their 
afflicted mother on their hearts before the Lord; 
remembering how effential a part of pure and un- 
defiled religion 1t 1s, to pay kind attention to the 
orphan and the widow in their affliction; aud ac- 
counting it an houour to imitate and ſubſerve 
that glorious Being, in whom the fatherleſs fiud- 
eth mercy, and who encourages the deſolate wis 
dow to put hey truſt i in him. 


My dear brethren forget not your duty to 
one another alſo, in this ſeaſon of trial. While 
thus deprived of a paſtor, to take the overſight 
of you in the Lord, watch over each other the 
more carefully i in love. Torſake not the aſſem- 


bling of yourſelves together, but ſtand faſt in the 
Lord..- Strengthen the hands of your deacons, at 

a time when the concerns of the church lie the 
heavier upon them, inſtead of indulging, as 
ſometimes, the caſe has been in other churches, a 


ſpirit of groundleſs jealouſy, reſpecting thoſewhom - 
you yourſelves have called to that office, and who 


have thewn a conſcientious and upright regard 
for Pay welfare. 


ws looking out for a miniſter, I [truſt you 
will be careful to ſeek one of the ſame ſtamp with 
my late dear brother; one who will guide you in 
the true uarrow way, and guard you from error on 
the right-hand and on the left: who will warn 
you againſt every ſentiment which would ditho- 
nor God's moral government, as well as faithfully 
oppoſe whatever notion would diſparage the riches 
of his glorious grace, May you chooſe a man 


equally zealous againſt ſeſf righteouſneſs, and 


againſt ſelf indulgence; who will preach ſalvation 
by Chriſt alone, and inſiſt on deliverance from 
the power and love of fin, as a moſt eſſential part 
of that ſalvation. - May God direct you to a mi- 


niſter who ſhall anſwer to the deſcription given 
by Paul of himſelf and his fellow-labourers, We 


preach Chriſt in you the hope of glory, warning 
every man, and teaching every man in all wit 
dom; that we may preſent every mau perfect in 


Chriſt Jeſus.” May he be able to appeal to you, | 


on his death bed, in the words of the ſame. Apol- 


d ſoiidce of Confotatiahi — [8 * 
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tle, As we were allowed of God to be put if 
truſt with the goſpel, ſo we ſpake, not as pleaſing 
men, but God, who trieth our hearts: not uſing 
flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of co- 
vetouſneſs, God is witneſs; nor ſeeking glory 
of men; but we were gentle among you, even as 
a nurſe cheriſheth her children; fo being affecti- 
onately deſirous of you, we were willing to have 
imparted unto you, not the goſpel of God only, 
but alſo our own ſouls, becauſe ye were dear 
unto us. Ye are witueffes, and God alſo, how ho- 
lily, and juſtly, and how unblameably we behaved 
ourſelves among you who believe: as ye know, 
how he exhorted, and comforted, and charged 
every one of you, as a father his children, that 


ye ſhould walk worthy of God, who hath called 
you unto his kingdom and glory.” Such a proteſ- 
tation, I am confident, your late beloved paſtor 
might have ſafely made, and I pray God, his ſuc- 
ceſſor may be aſſiſted to imitate the ſame primitive 
example, and find a correſponding teſtimony in 
the conſcience of every oy ee BONE 8 


At the ſame time, let me exhort you, my 
brethren, to manifeſt genuine chriſtian candor in 
your choice of another miniſter, and in all yout 
ſubſequent conduct towards him. If he ſhould 
not equal his predeceſſor in the popularity of his 
talents, the readineſs of his utterance, or in eve- 
ry amiable qualification of ſtill higher importance, 


yet if his heart be evidently devoted to God, do 


not deſpiſe him, nor undervalue him; ut pray for 
him, encourage him, ſrengthen his hands in 


God. Make him not an offender fon a wond nn 
far the want of a word. And do not magnify 


ſuch infirmities as are commoni ta the: heit oC man 
in this ſtate of N 


* 


n Fe 3 eee 


eee Let none oppoſe tlie general · votes 
merely to thew their conſequence, or afſert- thei! 
liberty. Nor let others: reſolve upon having their 
own way, becauſe they have a ſmall majority of 


their mind: but endeavour to acoommodate one 


another, as far as it is poſſible, without ſacriſicing 


truth or prudence. Ouly be ſure that you ſeek 


a paſtor that is a holy man of God, a faithful 
ſervant of Jeſus Cüriſt, who will UE 
for-your ſouls. N w | 
| Hrn 
Finally, beloved, let all be careful to walk 
worthy of the Lord, in the practice of all that is 
well-pleaſing in his fight: And let it appear that 
God by taking your late dear miniſter to heaven, 


has drawn you nearer to heaven. Remember 


that Chriſt is now in tlie midſt of you, and that 
you hope ſoon to be with him in his kingdom, 
and to live and reign with him for ever. What 
manner of perſons ought you then to be us all 
holy converſation and godlineſs' N 


* 
12 
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48 ] The preſence of Chrift 


War have ſaid to the mem- 
bers of the church will, for the moſt part, apply 
to ſuch of the ted CONGREGATION, as are 
partakers of the grace of God. 


But there are — = conſtantly attended 
my dear brother's miniſtry, who are left uncon- 
verted. O what ſhall. I ſay to them! I earneſtly 
pray that they who heard him in vain while alive, 
may hear him now he is dead, ſo as to be made 
alive themſelves. For being dead, he yet ſpeak- 
eth. The hiſtory which all his friends can give 
you, of his life, and of his death, (his bleſſed 
death !) proclaims to you the truth and excellence 
of the goſpel. Do not you alſo remember that 
ſhort, but moſt affecting addreſs, which he made 
to you, the laſt time he aſcended this pulpit, after 
Brother Franklin of Coventry had been preach- 
ing? Then he told ſome, that his higheſt comfort, 
amidſt the ſymptoms of approaching diſſolution 
which he then exbibited, was the expectation of 
meeting them in heaven; while he forewarned 
others of you, that his greateſt anxiety aroſe from 
his fear of being obliged to witneſs againſt you, 
as deſpiſers and rejecters of the glorious Redeemer. 
O that the recollection of that dying warning, 
enforced by all his own happy experience in ſuc- 
cceding months of ſuitering and ſuperabounding 
conſolation, might convince you of the vaſt im- 


portance of true religion, of the. unſpeakable.; 
worth of the., goſpel of Chriſt, and. of the, blefſ+. 


edneſs of being intereſted in. his great, ſalyation;,; 


and obtaining an inheritance among We Who 
are ie through ah Na "TY 
{ Je le ee * 10 
2 may,expeR, eſpocially, thoſe mom 
Ann to hear a charader of the deceaſed; but 
he choſe, this text to ayoid much being, ſaid f 
hunſelf, and though I ſhould nat ſcruple intro 
ducing whatever might tend; to, hopqur divine 
grace, and to promote, your, edification, yet I am 


unable to enter intoa particularbiggraphical detail * 
at this time. , And as to bis charafgre, thoſe who. 


knew him well gegd not my, delineation of it, to, 
make them remember. it with high, eſteem, to, 
their dying. day; while others might ſuſpect me 
of flattery, if I ſaid but the half of what I cordi- 
ally believe, One thing I will ſay, which I could 
lay, of very fey gthen, though, L kaye; known 
many of the excellent of the earth, Td never 
ſaw, ,or heard of any thing reſpeging bim which 


grieved me, unleſs it N his inattention, "to: ns. 
| health, andi that E believe was owing tu amiſtaken. 


idea of his conſtitution., If auy of you know:of 


other faults belonging to him, be careful to, ſhun 


them; but O be ſure to rue wherein he 


was a follower of Chriſt... ob ade 


Wunile bis outward N —— 
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blameleſs EY Free he evidently had a deep, | 
abiding, humbling ſenſe of the evil of fin, of 
his own native depravity, and remaining fin- 
fulneſs; of his abſolute need of Chriſt as an aton · 
ing ſacrifice, and the Lord his righteouſneſs; and 
of the love of the Spirit, and the importance of 
his work as à ſanctiſier.— He bved. a lift of faith 
om the incarnate Son of God, as the bleſſed me- 


diator, who had loved him, and + given himſelf for 


him; and a8 Chriſt was All in All to him, his joy 
and his gain, in life and in death, ſo he took 
great delight in ere Chrift to others, as 
the only and 'all-fufficient Saviour; he earneſtty 
longed, had it Been permitted hitn by providence, 
to have preached Chriſt to the heathen, and 
would have been glad to have” carried the tidings 
of fatvition HF Blood, 10 the” ends of" the 
earth. * Is: 24 10 | ut ! | = 
D144 14.3 «341447 "A pv LIT OTIS 3 N ** 
„N mend of a g a fuller acoount in my 
yy words, I will give alt ffrangers the meaus of 
forming a Juſt idea of the Man, and'of the nature 
of his religion, by reading ſbme of His letters, 
written three of them to myfelf, and t yo to the 
officers of this ellürch, at different periods of his 
long illneſs; to which I mall add a few detached 
ſentences, uttered nearer the cloſe of has life, and 
taken down by his _— relative. 


= Thefe will tend more to your edification who 
know the Redeemer, and more to the conviction of 


© Jaxerce of Cenſalat . 
abe er din get hymns Rafi n 


en ü nei a] g. ee eme e 
= Nen _ , * N * 6 FT | 58 #1 169 Ks gt 


a cri May they axcit al park i pray from th 
death —— — eummencement of 
my. profeſſion, n 


Amen and Amen. 1 0 9 raided 
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Axrrn⸗ abe h 15e geg 
knew ee ee," in an entire ſeclügon from 


the _ houſe and ordinances of ty, God, J ſeek 


chriſtian conyerſe v with you, in a a vay i in yh, ! 


am, yet permitted, to have intercogrle with * my | 


brethren. . The day er by wrote 7505 du "laſt 1 1 | 


medical attendant laid me und 


e artet in; | 


junctions not to ſpeak, again 1 105 blic for, o one 


month at leaſt, . He ſays that. ; my | omach is be- 5 

comeſoirritable, through repeated N far 
tbat converſation unleſs managed with great cau- 
tion would be dangerous; ;—that he does not think 


SAR LES 


'\ 
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32] The preencbof Oh 
my preſent condition alarming; provide 

reſt, but without that, he intimated my life. was 
in great danger. He forbids my expoſing myſelf 
to tlie evening air, on thy decgutt) aud going 
out of doors,” or to the deer. unleſs when the air 
is dry and clear, ſo that I am, „during the 'wen- 
ther we now have in Birmingham, (very foggy) 
a complete priſoner; and the repeated eaiitions 
from my dear and affeQionate friends, whoſe ſo- 
lieitude, conceive, far exceeds the danger, 


| 2 me to a n Ig obſervance of the e 8 
rules. art 


i TY IV. $4 45 0 AY Y, a > AS. A 3 


This" morning brother Pope decke pi 
and in the afternogg Mx. Brewer, who has dif- 
covered uncommon tenderneſs and reſpect for me 
and the people, knce he knew my ſtate, preached 
a very affectionate ſermon from 1,-Sam. iii. 18. 
90 11 f is the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him 

bod.“ By what I hear his ſympathifing obſer- 
vations, in relation to the event which occaſioned 
his being then in my pulpit, drew more tears : 
from the peoples eyes, than a dozen fuch poor 
| creatures as their paſtor could deſerve. But 1 
have . bleſſed | be God! long had the Fatisfae- 
we of findin g myſelf e em boſomed In friendihip.”: . 
e 9 of the people of my charge: thoügn 
ent that their love ſhould oecaſion them à 
Mi - Sur" "thus it is. our heavenly Father 
| ſees tat, r' 'our mixed charakters, a ers date 


e k 01 2 120. 7 2% T2 | E 1 
is beſt; — 4 . 22 1B N * k 


a pure y Conſolationi— 58 
Ju antieipated a dey of gloom , bub I Had un- 
pegel rtaſom to rejoice, that the ſhadow; of 


death was turned into the jo of the! mornimg; 


and thbugb I ſaid, with perhüps before-anequaKk 
led feeling} How amiable are thy tabernactes!t? 
Vet I found the God of Zion does not neglect 
the dwellings of Jacob! My poor wife was much 
affetted, at fo novel a thing as leaving me behind 
her, and ſo it was a dewy morning, but the Sui 
of Righteouſneſs ſoon aroſe; and\thell- ſuch- in- 
effable delight throughout my foul; that I could 


ſay, It is good to be here. Motive to reſig · 
nation and gratitude' alſo, erouded upon motive, 


till my judgment was convinced chat Fought to 


tejoice in the Lord exceedingly, and ſo ny whole 


ſoul tohk its fill of joy. May I if it be my Savi- 
our's will, feel as happy when I come to die! 


When my poor Sarah lay at the point of death, 


for ſome days after her firſt lying” in, towntd the 
latter days, I enjoyed ſuchſupport;. and felt my 
will ſo entirely bowed down to that of God, that 
T bald in my heart,” 1 Mall never fear another 
trial Ehe that ſuſtained me amidſt this dame. 


vill defend me from every ſpark!” and this en- 


fidence 1 Jong ensbyed But chat baba HEA 
A years ago, and I- had almoeſt forgotteir thi 


tatid: of tlie Hermonites, and the hill Mizar Bat 


the Lord has preparedi me to recetve'n frei di 
play of his Fatherly darch and s -( all Tet it) 


punctilious veracity, If I ſhould be raiſed up 


again, I ſhall be able to preach on the Faithful- 


41 we preſanse f Chriſt 
neſs ol God more experimentally, than ever. ¶ Per- 
haps {ome trial is coming on, aud I am to be 
inſtrumental in preparing them for it: Or if not, 
if am to depart henge to be no more ſeen, I 
know the Lord can carry on his work as well 
without me as with me. He who redeemetl the 
ſheep with his blood will never ſuffer them to pe - 
rich for want of ſhepherding, eſpecially fince he 
himſelf is the chief Shepherd of ſouls, But my 
Family! Ah, there J find my faith but ſtill im- 
perfect. However I do not think the Lord will 
ever take me away, till he helps me to leave my 
fatherleſs.children in his hands, and truſt my wi : 
dow alſo with him. His love in times paſt,” 
and I may add in times preſent too; forbids me 
to pn he hy leave me at ay in trouble to 
. 2 16 1 0 1 


| Wild 1 1 was gaining n 1 
- ud to aſk myſelf how I could like to be laid by? 
I have dreamed that this was the caſe, and both 
awake and aſleep, I felt, as though it were an evil 
that could not be borpe:-;but now, I find the 
Lord can fit the back to the burden, and though 
[think I love the thought of ſerving Chriſt at 
this moment better than eyer, yet he has made me 
willing to be „, nothing, if he pleaſe to have 
it ſo; and now my happy heart, *could: my it- 
15 _—_ to, ehre rag * i 200 Li 
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4 ſource of Conſolation. 5 les 
' O'what a mercy that T have not brought on” 
my afflition by ſerving the Devil. What à mer- 
cy that have ſo many dear ſympathizing friends! 
What a merey that 1 have ſo much dear domeſ- 
tic comfort! What à merey that T am in no 
violent bodily pain! What a mercy that I can 
read and write without doing myſelf an injury! 
What a mercy that my animal ſpirits have all 
the time this has been coming on, (ever ſince the 
laſt Kettering Meeting of Miniſters) been vigo. 
among the greateſt. of this days privileges, what. | 
a merey that I have: been able to employ myſelf 
for Chriſt and his dear cauſe to day, as I.have | mY 
been almoſt wholly oceupied/in the cn 
the (I hope) reviving church at Bromſgrove: and | 
the infant chureh at Cradley ! O my dear brother 7 
it is all meroy,. is it hot? O help me then in his 
praiſe, fer he is good, ff ranch 4 
tor ever. 17 . * 6 4 2 {3 
| A TIAAG i {1 
"login: L a alia be lie if 
chat with you who have, concerns;tor tranſact of @ 
much more importance than any that are confined * 
to an individual? Forgive me if I. hayeiingrudgd . 
too much on your time hut do not forget; 10 N 
praiſe on. my behalf a faithful God. I. ſha now - 4 
leave room againſt I have ſome buſineſs to ri. 
about till then adieu but let us nat. forget that 
this Gad is eur God. fur ever und euer, and willi he 


6]; - The preſegs of, Chrift , 
our guide. even until death. Amen. Amen. We 
hall ſaon ere in Heaven. 3 Ln a, 
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1 11 * friend and brother, ” a | ; Timon, 45 23 ws. 


ln Hare we tft to inform you that 

at Flerigth my complaint appears to be removed, 
and that I am by degrees returning to my uſual 
diet, by which with the divine bleſſing, I hope to 
be again ſtrengthened for the diſcharge of the du- 
ties, and the enjoyment of the pleaſures, whieh 
wait me WF the ety 3 of wy 2 
I am indeed ffvrmed: by: my medical attend- 

ant 2 that I ſhall neverbe equal to the labors 
of my paſt years, and that my return to moderate 
efforts muſt be made by ſlow degrees. As the 
path of duty I deſire to ſubmit ; but after ſo long 
2 ſuſpenſion” from ſerving” the” Redeemer in his 
church, my Toul- pants for uſefulneſs more exten- 
| five than ever, and I long to become an apoſtle to 
the world. I do hüt think Lever prized the miniſ- 
terial work ſs much as 1 now do. Two queſtions 
have been long before me. The firſt was, Shall T 
ve or die? The ſecond, If I live, how vill. my 
life be ſpent? With regard to the former my heart 
anſwered, * Tt is no matter—all is well —for my 


' Narrative. 
own fake, I need not be taught that it'is beſt to 
be with Chtiſt, but for tlie "te of others, it may 
be beſt to abide in the body-I am in the Lord's 
hands, let him do hy me ud ſeemeth him beſt 
for me and mine, ant fer his cauſe and Ho-! 

nor in the world But as to the ſecohd queſtiom 
I could handly reconcile myſelf to/the-thoughts 
of living; unleſs it were, to promote the intereſt of 
my Lord; and if my diſorder ſhauid ſo far weaken 


me, as to render me incapable of the miniſtry - 


nothing then appeared before me but gloom and 
darkneſs. . However I will hope in the Lord,, 
that thoughehe hath chaſtened me ſorely, yet ſince 
he hath nat given me over unto death, ſparing 
mercy will be followed with ſtrength, that I ma; 


W ere W of the living. 
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Lam Ai exceedingly weak; more jo han at 
any period before left home, xEPH the rſt week. 
of my lying by; but I am getting ſtrength, 
though, flowly. It js, impoſſible at, preſens'to fix 
any time for my, return. It grieves me that the 
patience of the dear people ſhould, þe:{o,long tried, 
but the trial is as great on my, part 3g it can, be 
on theirs, and we muſt pity and pray for ons ano- 
ther. It is now a taſk for me to n All, er 
this ſhould have derne 2 38 e 
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220 . Cannatiwiitermuch+—this: 1 
believe'is the only letter I. have ritten ( encept 
to my wife) ſince I wrote to you laſt. MY õοm 
plaint has iſſued in a: confirmed, flow;: nervous 
fever; which has waſtecd my ſpirits and ſtrength; 
and! tak en a great purt of the little fleſ I had 
when in healtli away from me. The ſymptoms: 
Uave been very threatenlng and I have repeat. 
edly thought that let the phyſiolan do what! he 
wilt, he cannot keep me lomg from thoſe hea ven- 
 tyijoys, forrwhich, bleffed be Goc, I have lately 
beer much longing; and were it not for my dear 
people and family, I ſhould have earneſtly prayed. 
for leave to depart, and be with Chriſt, which is ſo 
much better Ray Winken vain, Tefferin 85 


fiuning work. „ l. fol 
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Kal mech Hor e ns 
very Ropefbl—ſay there is Uttle or no danger 
but that all theſd complaints require a greut deal 
of time t6 get rid! of. I ſtill feel myfelf on preca- 

rious ground, but quite reſigniedto the vir of Zim, 
who; unwortliy as J am, continues daily to HIT 
my ſoul with joy and peace in believing.” Yes, my 
dear friend! now my ſoul feels the value of a free 
full and everlaſting ſalvation, and what is more 
I doeryoy that ſalvation, while I reſt all my hope 
on the Sox of Gop in human nature, dying on 


Narrative, x 3. 
the craſs ite en no health gp ſickneh,, 
pain or gap, fe, or. death arp. things ferent * 
I feel fo. happy 5p being ih the, hands of infinite, 
love, that whes the fe Veit ſirgkes: arg laid-upon 
me, I receive them with, pleaſure, 0 oayle they 


come from|my heavenly Father's hands 1948, 


race ho great a Debtor, Ke. 9199 . un 90 
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(1: U $51 V do, o rn ein 

urs OUR, Fiewly an igtieß on my hex 
deer the, caalielt .ſatisfaftion., We ad a, 
pleaſant ride $9 \Newpert, pn; the, afternoon; 8 


left yqv;) and, the ment day yithout — 


reagher Tewkſbury; but the nord. yas 19, 
from Tewkibury, to Erelhany, that; wenried:ap 
ware me, mpg thay all the jolting, we bad had 


before put together... However, we reached Auger 


o Wadagilay.gvening, I npell, there g gave, 


ve, anch faſt night (Friday) wir bfpv gh hn | 


hither, bleſſed be God! 4 Ni 515 ** 7 „guoich 


/1i-, 1-89, myſelf gettipg weaker and paaker,. 


0e my Lord inſtructe me. in hig plealure, ce 
25 on "OE dy 65 ell, y — Len, 

at fuch a pro 0 17 

Ne, hleſſed ebe: His dear e Moan 

for me, he. helys me to gt joige, at times. With JF 


unſpeakahle. Now 1 ſeg the yaluy gf the rel 
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8 Late, and 
of the &rols. ''It/is 4 relighon. for 4 dylng ſinner.” 
It is all the moſt guflty y, the moſt wretched can 
deſire.” Yes I dalle ic ſweetneſs ank enjoy its 
fulneſs with all the gloom! of 4 dying bed before 
me, And far rather would The the poor em- 
Gated and emacfatin g creature that I'am, thith 
be an Emperor, +4 every earthly grelle about 
him. hut without a God! crab 
Ar Hu ar a 

4 Las delightell the other day, in ine | 
the Pilgrim's, Drogrei3 to obſerve that when 
Cirifiun cam to the top of the” hilf Dj ifficulty, 
he was püt to fleep” in a chamber called Peace. 
ny how gbd is the Lofd of the way to me N 

faid I, Thave not Feached the ſuntulit of the hill 
Jet, Put vothichitänding k. he puts me to Neep-iny | 
the chamber of Peace every ag. 8 True, It 18 
often a chamber of pain; but let pain be as for- 
midable as it may, it has never yet been able to 
expel that peace, which the great guardian 6 
Ifracl has appointed to. Keep / my wean A 
through Chriſt Jeſus. 0 d b . 


euch hive! been labofing* E lately to exereiſe 
miſt love to God when k have deen ſuffering moſt 
ſeverely but; What thafl Lay, Alas! too often 

the ſenſe of pain abſbrbs every other thought. 
Ver t there habe been feaſons when' 1 lavelbeen af 
feaed with flies delightful ſenſe of the loveli- - 

nels of God 0 til far ith my ſoul and: give prelo- 
minance to the ſacred- paſſion, —lIt was never till 


Naridtive. 5 
to dy mat I got any perſonal inſtruction from 


our Lord' telling Peter by what death; he ſhould 
glorify” God. O what a Tatisfying thought i is it 
that God appomts"' thoſe" means of diſſolution 
whereby he gets möſt glory to himſelf. It was, 
tlie very thing I needed; for of all the ways of 
dying, that which I moſt dreaded was by a con- 
ſumption; (i which it is now highly probable my 
diforder will Mae.) But, O my dear Lord, if 
by this death I Gan moſt glorify thee, 1 prefer it 
to all others, and thank thee that by this mean 
thou, art” baftenfig my fuller a of thee 


42 n ts ee ot) Pattes 1s. 


in a purer world. 


569 eine olg the 7: ile nuf: 


* fait F ate! «O tis a nit aptly 
for!“ F cannot realize any thing Aboüt heaven, 
but the p tetence öf Chrift and his people, and 
Perſcet Seher from fla—abd 1 want no 


more — am Hek ö. living —ib6h F mall be be. 


Sol its power. O joyful hour! N het abode? 
(hall by.nagr wide God le rel 775 


4 F 


SUBUNIT Tie aun _ 


I only thought of filling one ap aber, now. 5 


have not left room to thank you and dear Mrs. 
Ryland for the minute, affectionate and conſtant 
attentions you paid uin Briſtol. May the Lord 
reward you. Our _ love to d all around, till 
Ve, meet in heaven. | oh 


wy (Tbs 117 
alta - 1 76; Biene yours: io. Cri, 
14, BL otic iet, on ras 8. Fe 


% 


=. Letters and 
ol} er, thre Ari 2799) 
4 Yi 
ITILL L-truſt haſtenipg to the land 
40 1 ſlall be no more curſe,” I take 
this opportunity of talking a little with you on thg 
road, for we are fellow- travellers, and a little con- 
verſation by the way, will not loſe me the privi- 
Eee of getting firſt ef the end of wy up 


It i is ſeventeen years yithin about. a week 


fince I ſirſt actually ſet out on my pilgrimage, 
and when, I.xeview the many dangers to which, 
during that time T have been expoſed, Iam filled 
with conviction that I have all along been the care 

of omnipotent love. Ah how many, Pliableg, and 
Timorouſes, and Talkatiyes have 1 ſeen, while 
wy quivering g heart faid,. Alas! 1 thall ſoon fol: 
low theſe Spns of Apoſtacy, proye a diſgrace. t to 
1 my have . e pony e 
qt. laſt. 15 FLY Moblin 7, 40 O 4 1588 ns 


| Theſe fears' may have” ad: their d 40 


have made me more cautious, more diſtruſtful of 


myſelf, and kept me more "apendavt on the 
Lord. Thus | Es en a JOU 180 


$7) > bo 41} N 0 9911117 9155 ten Het war 
= A that I've met bes,wark'd for my ae 


| . * 1 0 
With what intricacy, t our view, and 


yet with what actual ſkill and goodnels, does the 


Lord draw his plans, #tid mark out our path! 3 
Here we wonder and complain Soon we, ſhall all 


FF” XY 
3 * 


agree that it was a right path: to the city of haBid 
tation; and what we now moſt deeply regret thalf 
become the ſubject of our warmeſt praifes. ' bon 
Jam afraid to come back again to life. O 
how many dangers await me! Perhaps I may be 
overcome of ſome fleſhly luſt—perhaps I may get 
proud and indolent, and be more of the prieſt 
than of the evangeliſt—ſurely I rejoice in feeling 
my outward man decay, and having the ſentence 
of death in myſelf. O what proſpects are before 
me in the bleffed world whither Fam-going-! To 
be holy as God is holy—to have nothing but ho- 
lineſs in my nature to be afftired, without a 
doubt, and eternally to carry about this aflurance 
with me, that the pure God looks on me with 
conſtant complacency, for ever bleſſes me, and 
ſays, as at the firſt creation, ** It i very good.“ 
Tam happy now in hoping in the divine purpoſes 
towards me; but I know, and the thought is 
my conſtant burden, that the Being Tlove beſt; 
always ſees ſomething in md which e infinitely | 
hates. '** O wretthed, wretched! man chat Fam!” 
The thought even ow makes the weep, and 6 
can help it? that ſerioufly reflects, he never comes 
to God to pray or prajſe, but he brings what 
his God deteſts along with him —carfies it with 
him wherever he goes, and can never get rid bf it 
as long as he lives! Come, my dear brother! will 
you not thare my joy, and help my praiſe, that 
ſoon-I ſhall leave this body of fin andꝰ death bes 


hind, to enter on the perfection of my ſpiritual, 
nature; and patiently to wait till this natural 
body ſhall hecome a ſpiritual body, and ſo be a 
fi yehicte for my immortal and boppy n | 
| But I muſt forbear—I hav 7e been. very 3 
all day; but this evening God has kindly given 
me a reſpite—my fever is low and my Fri are 
cheerful, ſo I have indulged myſelf in unboſom- 
ing my feelings to my dear friend. 8 5 
hs. 


| ©» MEMORANDA; 


Taken down occafionally by Mrs. PEARCE, within 
four or five Weeks f Mr. Pra n 8 death. 


"ip a. once faid, «] as hes in dark. 
neſs | two or three days, crying O when wilt thou 
comfort me! but laſt night the miſt was taken 
from me, and the Lord ſhone in upon my Soul. 
O that I could but ſpeak, I would tell a world 
to truſt a faithful God. Sweet affliction, now 
it e, Glory Glory!“ x 


— 


Mrs P. having told thin the 1 various exer- 
ciſes of her mind, he replied © 0 truſt the Lord, 
if he lifts up the light of his countenance upon 
you, as he has done upon me this day, all your 
mountains: will become molehills, 1 feel your 


Naurrutive. | f 6³ 
ütuation, I feel your ſorrows,” but he wWho takes 
e een wil care for you, ahd my dear 


children.“ 7 


When ſcorching with bene * he faid, 
% Hot and happy.”—One Lord's day morning 
he ſaid, **Chear up, my dear, think how much 
will be ſaid to day sof the faitlifulneſs of God: 
Thoughpwe are called to ſeparate, he will never 
ſeparate from you. I wiſh I could tell the world 
what a good and gracious God he is. Never need 
they who truſt in him be afraid of trials. He 
has promiſed to give ſtrength for the day; that is 
his promiſe. O what a lovely God; and he is 
my God and yours. He will never leave us nor 
forſake us, no, never 3 1 have been thinking 
that this and that medicine will do me g a 
what have I to do with it? It. © 18 in my Jets 
hands; he will do it all, an d, there I Joe it, 
What a mercy is it, There 54e f 8 
you my dear Sarah to wait upon me; and friends 
to pray for me. O how thankful ſhould I be 
for all my pains; I want for nothing: all my 
wiſhes are anticipated. O I have felt the force of 
thoſe words of David, Unleſs» thy law,” (my 
gracious God!) had been mycdelighta, IL ſhould 
have periſhed in mine afflition:” Though I am 
too weak to read t, or hear it, I can think upon 
it, and O how good it is! Ii am in the beſt 
eee Is in the hands of my dear 


1» & 280 | 751 4.3 - 63». 


86] Teams an 
Lord and Saviour, and he will do —_— wh 
Yes, Ves, he cannot do wrong.” 


One morning Mrs. P. aſked him, v5 he 
felt) Very ill, but unſpeakably happy in the 
Lord, and my dear Lord Jeſus. Once beholfting | 
her grieving, he ſaid, O my dear Sarah, da 
not be ſo anxious, but leave me entirely in the 
hands of Jeſus, and think, if you were as wiſe as 
he, you would do the fame! by me. If he takes 
me, I ſhall not be loſt, | all only geg lite be 
fore, we ſhall meet again never to part.” 


"After a violent ft of coughing he ſaid, UI Is 
all well, 0 what : a good God is he! It is done 
by him, and it muſt be well—If I ever recover 
1 Ball pity the fick more than ever, and if ! de 
not, 1 ſhall to ng delivering love, Ton you ſee 
it will k 1 well, —O for more patience! well 
my God is the God of patience, and he will 
give me all I need. I rejoice it is in my Jefus's 
1 5 to communicate, and it cannot be in bets 
It is wy gk who gives ws Rs! to bear 
a his will.“ g Figh 


Wnen ne Unt Ales P. aſked 
him, what ſhe ſhould do fbr him? Lou can da 
nothing, bul pray for me, that I may have 
patience to bear hll my Lord's will. After tak. 
ing a medicine h- fuid, If it be the Lord's will 
tolbleſti it, for your ſake, ami for the fake of;the 
_ gear Children, but the Lord's will be done. O 


1 fear I fin, I dithonour God by impatience; 
but I word not for a thouſand worlds ſin, in a 
thought I could avoid it.” Mrs, P. replied, 
ſhe KL FR the Lord would {till keep | him; Teeing 
he had brought him thus far, he would not de- 
ſert him at laſt. £ No, ng,” he Kid, * | hope 


he will not. As a Father vitieth his "children, | 


ſo the Lofd pitieth them that fear him, Why do 


& complain? my dear Jeſus's ſufferings * were 


much forer and more bitter than 1 mine; Ant did 
he thus ſuffer and jhall 1 repine ! no I will e leer. 
fully ſuffer my Father's will,” prone be 

One morning ihr being ed how he felt, 
he replied, I have but one ſevere pain about me! 
what a mercy ! O ho good a God to afford fame 
intervals amidſt ſo much pain! He is altogether 


good; Jeſus lives, amy dear, and that muſt; be our 


conſolation.” After taking a wedicine which os 
perated very powerfully, he lud, This will make 


me ſo much lower; well let it be. Multiph) my 
pains thou good Goch 0 thou alt but e 


7 


10 care ag what I ſuffer, all i is right,” 8 
Being aſked how he felt after a belles dight, 


he replied, I have. fo wuch weakneſs and pain, 
I have not had much enjoyment, but I have à full 


perſuaſion that the Lord. is doing all things well, 


It it were not for ſtrong conũdenes in a lovely / = 5 
God, I muft fink; but all ig well. O. dleffed God, 


I would not loye thee leſs; 8 "OD a ARE. 


6? ; 5 M--- 4 : 1 * 
. » 
Narrative... [6 


6s Treten, &e 
worm! O what a merey to be aſſured that all 


things are working together for good... 


Mrs. P. faying, If we miſt part, I truſt the 
ſeparation will not be for exer. O no,“ he fe- 
plied, * ve ſorrow not as thoſe who have ho 
hope.“ She ſaid, Then you can leave me and 
your dear children with reſignation, can you? 
He anfwered, „My heart was pierced through 
with many ſorrows, before I could give you and 


the dear children up; but the Lord has heard me 


ſay, Thy will be done, and I now can ſay, bleſſet 
be his dear name, I have none of my own.” D 


His laſt day, Oct. 10. was very Wrrr! 


Mrs. P. repeated this verſe, | 
. all that I meet ſhall work ty Govt, 
- The bitter is ſweet, the Mei'cine is food ):: 1f v7 

+ Though painful at preſent "twill ceaſe: before long, TE 

| e | 


He repeated, with an inexpreſſible file; the 
laſt line, n Conquerors ſong.” 
Z He jd 6 once, 0 my dear! What m 


do? but why oo. I complain ; he makes all my bed 
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in my ſickneſs.” She then repeated thoſe =_ 


" Jeſu: can make « dying bed, Fell fn d pillows are.” 
6 GR he Pi 6c be can, he does, 157. it.” 


= Nope © MEMOIRS" aper ad 
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